the quality and quantity of immunogenie stimulation
host factors upon which stress and immunogenic stimulation are superimposed
the temporal relationship between stress and immunologic stimulation
the nature of the dependent variable and the sampling parameters.
Stress has been demonstrated to influence both the predisposition i the physiologic response to immunologically-mediated disease— fectious, neoplastic, or autoimmune. Although stress alone has not an described as a sufficient condition for the development of sease, it can be demonstrated to increase the severity or duration a disease.
The extent to which the CNS can modulate the immune response of a nan subject has yet to be determined.  It is difficult to establish e uniformity of stressful stimulation, and difficult to measure the feet. Whether or not the CNS has a role in mediating immune sponses probably must be answered through analysis of experimental idence obtained sequentially from individuals within a strain, tween strains, and between unrelated groups.
Future Research Directions
There exists an increasing probability that changes in neuroendo-ine function will also mediate between behavior and immunologic nctioning in disease susceptibility.  Although this relationship s already been experimentally established, mechanisms of mediation tween behavioral and immunologic events are not well understood, ch information is essential in order to understand the relation tween behavior, the immune system, and the homeostatic imbalance, ether it is a result of disease or aging processes.
One of the many problems facing such a multidisciplinary venture, wever, is a tradition of immunologic research that may not be ngenial to considering the role of psychoneuroendocrine and havioral factors.  The significance of other relevant data, such as e identification of receptor sites for neurotransmitters and rmones on various component cells of the immune system, may not ve been fully appreciated. Yet revision of the traditional nceptualization of an autonomous immune system may be of major gnificance for the study of aging, and demands serious nsideration.ds  are  found   to  suppress precursor cells,   although  they do not  affect antibody producing cells.     A postulated  reason for  this multifactorial mechanism is  that it may prevent  reaction to self,  as  in autoimmune  disease.
